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Great Women Ahilyabai Holkar

The history of India has its own share of great
women, throughout the ages who played a
significant role as rulers, poets, warriors. Be it the
Gond queen Rani Durgavati who defied the mighty
Mughal army of Emperor Akbar, or the brave Rani
Laxmibai of Jhansi who fought against the British
their deeds were a part of folklore and history. In
such an illustrious pantheon, there was Ahilyabai
Holkar, the daughter in law of Malhar Rao Holkar,
the founder of the Holkar
kingdom. Widowed ata
young age, took overas
queen, she takes her g
place in history among
other great queens like
Catherine Il of Russia, =
Elizabeth I of England
and Margaret 1 of
Denmark. Known for
her wisdom and
administrative ability she
rebuilt many Hindu
temples, offered facilities for pil-
grims, and built a new capital at
Maheswar on the banks of the
Narmada.

On the 31st of May, 1725,
Ahilyabai was born in the
Ahmednagar  district of §
Maharashtra to a Dhangar village
patil Malkoji Shinde. Though she
did not go to school, nevertheless
her father taught her to read and
write at home. Fortune unexpect- |
edly came her way, when the ruler
of Malwa, Malharrao Holkar
stopped at her village on his way
to Pune and saw the 8 year old girl
at a temple. Impressed by her piety, he took her
home as a bride for his son Khande Rao. Married
in 1733, tragedy struck Ahilyabhai when her
husband was killed in the Siege of Kumher fort by
acannonball. It’s believed a grief stricken Ahilyabai
wanted to commit Sati, but her father in law dis-
suaded her, saying she was needed more than ever
now, as there was no male heir, and only she could
take care of the kingdom. Malhar Rao trained
Abhilyabai in administrative and military matters, he
had full faith in her ability and she did not let him
down.

Proceed to Gwalior after crossing the
Chambal. You may halt there for four or five days.

You should keep your big artillery and arrange for
its ammunition as much as possible. . ..On the march
you should arrange for military posts being located
for protection of the road.

An excerpt from a letter that illustrates Malhar
Rao’s faith in Ahilyabai, in one of the most tumultu-
ous period of Indian history. Malhar Rao passed
away in 1766, and though her son Malerao, took
over he was too weak a ruler and passed away the
very next year. She
petitioned the Peshwa to
take over the reign of
Malwa herself, as she
had been trained in

military and

administration by then.

Though some of the

nobles objected to this,

she had the full support

: ofthe Holkar army. On

b .~ =y many occasions
LR L Ahilyabai had led the
5 | army herself from the front armed
5—31 with bows and arrows on her
= | elephant. The Peshwa granted her
e ~  permissiontorulein 1767, and she

v was ably assisted by Tukojirao

X Holkar, the commander in chief of
. the army and her adopted son too
. inaway. With Tukojirao advising
' her on military matters, Ahilyabai
proceeded to rule over Malwa in
awise and sagacious manner. She
never let personal rivalries affect
her administration, once reinstated
a Brahmin who had opposed her
earlier. She never observed

MisE=S=  purdah, held daily durbars and was
always accessible to the public.

Her first principle of government appears to
have been moderate assessment, and an almost
sacred respect for the native rights of village officers
and proprietors of land. She heard every complaint
in person; and although she continually referred
cases to courts of equity and arbitration, and to her
ministers for settlement, she was always accessible.
So strong was her sense of duty on all points
connected with the distribution of justice, that she
is represented as not only patient but unwearied in
the investigation of the most insignificant cases, when
appeals were made to her decision.” — Sir John
Malcolm.
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Abhilayabai ruled at a time, when the whole of
Central India, Maharashtra, was facing power
struggles one way or another, as well as intense
battles being fought for the throne. It was to her
credit, that during her 30 year long reign, Malwa
was never once attacked and remained an oasis of
stability and peace. While Indore developed under
Abhilyabhai’s reign, into a prosperous trading town,
she also developed her own capital at Maheswar
on the banks of the Narmada. She built many
temples at Maheswar, a fort, a palace, repaired
many ghats. She also built many forts, roads in
Malwa, donated to temples and sponsored many
Hindu festivals. She also built many temples, ghats,
wells, tanks outside Malwa too all over India.
Maheswar during her time, turned out to be a center
for literature and arts. The famous Marathi poet
Moropant, the shahir Anatapandhi was patronized
by her as well as the Sanskrit scholar Khushali Ram.
The textile industry flourished in Maheshwar during
her reign, and the city is home to the famous
Maheswari sari. She also patronized many
craftsmen, sculptors, artistes who made the city their
home. Trade was encouraged in the kingdom, and
many merchants, farmers, cultivators rose to
affluence during her time.

Ahilyabai treated her subjects like her own
children, and invested a lot of money in public
works. Trees were planted along roads, wells were
dug and rest houses set up for travelers. She reached
out to the poor and homeless, gave them shelter
and dignity. When the Bhils were harassing the
caravans she talked out with them, persuaded them
to give up their nomadic lifestyle granted them land
for cultivation. Her daily routine was quite simple,
rose an hour before daybreak to say her prayers,
read the scriptures, and distributed alms to
Brahmins. After breakfast, she took a short
break, and then attended durbar listening to
people, settling disputes, taking decisions on ad-
ministrative matters. A devout Shaivaite, she
would mark Shri Shankara on all royal
proclamations along with her signature.

While Ahilyabai built and also repaired many
temples all over India, some of her more famous
works are rebuilding the Kashi Viswanath temple
after it was destroyed by Aurangzeb, there is also
an Ahilya Ghat at Varanasi as well as the Ahilya
Dwarkeswar temple. Apart from that she also
repaired the Manikarnika, Dasasvamedh Ghats,
built Dharamshalas there.
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History, Importance and Rituals of Vinayaka Chavithi

Ganesh Chaturthi, also called
Vinayaka Chavithi, is an auspicious
Hindu festival which is celebrated for
10 days every year. The festival is
celebrated in the Bhadra month as per
the Hindu calendar which generally falls
in mid-August to September. It marks
the birthday of the beloved elephant-
headed Lord Ganesha.

Ganesha is known as the God of
wealth, sciences, knowledge, wisdom
and prosperity, and that's why most
Hindus remember him and seek his
blessings before starting any important
work. Lord Ganesh is known by 108
different names like Gajanana,
Vinayaka, Vighnaharta among others.

This festival is celebrated with
great devotion and joy by Hindus
throughout the world. In India, it is
majorly celebrated in states including
Mabharashtra, Gujarat, Goa, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka, and Telangana.

Ganesh Chaturthi history

Ganesha is the younger son of
Lord Shiva and Parvati. There are various
stories behind his birth but two of them
are the most common ones.

According to the first story, Lord
Ganesha was created by Parvati out
of dirt from her body to guard her in
the absence of Shiva. She gave him
the task of guarding her bathroom door
while she took a bath. In the meantime,

Shiva returned home and Ganesha,
who didn't know who Shiva was,
stopped him. This angered Shiva and
he severed Ganesha's head after a tiff
between the two. Parvati was enraged
when she came to know about this;
Lord Shiva, in turn, promised to get
Ganesha back to life. The devas were
sent to search for a child's head facing
north but they could only find an
elephant's head. Shiva |
fixed the elephant's
head on the child's body,
and that how Ganesha
was born.

The other popular
story is that the Devas
requested Shiva and
Parvati to create
Ganesha so that he can
be a Vighnakarta
(creator of obstacles)
for rakshasas (demons),

thus being a Vighnaharta (averter of

obstacles) and helping Devas.

Ganesh Chaturthi importance

It is believed that devotees who
pray to Ganesha are able to fulfil their
wishes and desires. So, the main
essence of Ganesh Chaturthi is that
devotees who pray to him are set free
of sins and it leads them on the path of
knowledge and wisdom.

Historically, the festival has been

celebrated since the time of King
Shivaji. It was during India's freedom
struggle that Lokmanya Tilak changed
Ganesh Chaturthi from a private
celebration to a grand public festival
where people from all castes of the
society can come together, pray and
be united.

Over the years with growing en-
vironmental awareness, people have
started celebrating
- Ganesh Chaturthi in an
environmentally friendly
way. This includes--
getting Ganesha idols
made of natural clay/
A mitti and using only
flowers and natural
items for decorating the
pandals.

Rituals of
Vinayaka Chavithi

e N There are four
main rituals which are performed
during the 10-day long festival. They
are namely-- Pranapratishhtha,
Shhodashopachara, Uttarpuja, and
Ganpati Visarjan.

The excitement of Ganesh
Chaturthi settles in weeks before the
festival actually begins. Artisans start
preparing clay idols of Ganesha in
different poses and sizes.

The Ganesha idols are installed

in beautifully decorated 'pandal' at
homes, temples or localities. The statue
1s also decorated with flowers,
garlands and lights. A ritual called
Pranapratishhtha is observed where a
priest chants mantra to invoke life in
the diety.

Prayers are then offered to
Ganesha's idol in 16 different ways.
This ritual is called Shhodashopachara.

People celebrate by singing or
playing religious songs, dancing to
drum beats and by lighting up fire-
works-- all of which add to the festive
mood. The Uttarpuja ritual is then per-
formed which is about bidding farewell
to Ganesha with deep respect. This is
followed by Ganpati Visarjan, a
ceremony wherein the statue is now
immersed in water. While carrying the
statue to the sea and while immersing
it, people generally chant in the Marathi
language 'Ganapati Bappa Morya,
Purchya Varshi Laukariya' which
means 'Goodbye Lord, please come
back next year'.

While some devotees celebrate
this festival at home, others pay their
visit to Lord Ganesha at public pandals.
People offer their due respect, prayers
and offerings to Ganesha. Dishes like
Lord Ganesha's favourite Modak,
Pooran Poli, and Karanji are prepared
for friends, family and visitors.

Janmashtami 2022: Date, Timing,
History and its Significance

Janmashtami 2022 Date: The Hindu festi-
val of Janmashtami, which is also known as
Krishna Janmashtami, Krishnasthami, or
Gokulashtami, marks the birth of Lord Krishna.
Janmashtami 2022 will be widely celebrated in
the cities of Mathura and Vrindavan, where
Krishna is believed to have been born and spent
his growing-up years. For the followers of Lord
Krishna, Janmashtami is no less than a festival
which usually celebrated by keeping fast and per-
forming pooja.

Janmashtami 2022, like most of Indian fes-
tivals, includes the preparation and enjoyment of
a delicious set of sweets and various other food
items. On Janmashtami, people visit the temple
and pray and honour Lord Krishna by re-enacting
his life based on the books. Janmashtami 2022 is
one of the widely celebrated festivals of the
country and is enjoyed by everyone from children
to elders.

On Janmashtami 2022, learn more about the
day, its significance, and how India will be
celebrating Krishna Janmashtami.

Janmashtami 2022 will be marked on the
eighth day of the dark fortnight in the month of
Bhadrapada (July-August) in India. This year,
there has been a lot of confusion about whether
Krishna Janmashtami will be celebrated on
August 18 or August 19.

As per the Vedic Panchang, Ashtami Tithi
will begin from 9.21 PM on August 18 and will
end at 10.59 PM on August 19, 2022.

So, Janmashtami 2022 will be celebrated
on both days while the Nishith Puja time will begin
from 12.02 am on August 18 and ends at 12.48
PM on the same day.

What is the history of Dahi Handi?

As per Hindu Mythology, Lord Krishna

loved curd, white butter, and milk during his childhood
days. Krishna along with his friends used to steal it
from the neighbours as well as other villagers. The
villagers also went to his mother to complain about
his habit of stealing. She advised villagers to hide the
freshly churned makhan in an earthen pot at some
height where little Krishna could not reach.

Janmashtami is celebrated to give a mes-
sage of light and positivity in dark times. When
Krishna was born, Mathura was ruled by his
uncle, Kansa, who wanted to kill his sister’s
children as a prophecy said that the couple’s
eighth son would cause Kansa’s downfall. Af-
ter the prophecy, he imprisoned Devaki and
Vasudeva and killed off their first six children.

However, at the time of the birth of a
seventh child, Balram, foetus mystically trans-
ferred from Devaki’s womb to Princess
Rohini’s. When the eighth child Krishna was
born, the entire palace went into slumber and
Vasudeva rescued the baby to Nand Baba and
Yashoda’s house in Vrindavan.

After making the exchange, Vasudeva re-
turned to the palace with a baby girl and
handed her to Kansa. When he tried to kill the
baby, she transformed into Durga and warned
him about his impending doom. Krishna grew
up in Vrindavan and later killed his uncle,
Kansa.

How the festival is celebrated in India?

Janmashtami 2022 will be marked by the
devotees by observing a fast and praying to
Lord Krishna. They adorn their homes with
flowers, diyas and lights while the temples are
also beautifully decorated and lit.

The temples of Mathura and Vrindavan
on Janmashtami 2022 will witness the most
extravagant and colorful celebrations as
Krishna is believed to have been born and
spent his growing up years there. Devotees
also perform Raslila to recreate incidents from
Krishna’s life and to commemorate his love
for Radha.

Jagran Josh wishes its readers a very
Happy Krishna Janmashtami.

However, the idea did not work as Krishna and
his friends started making human pyramids in order
to reach the handi. To celebrate Krishna's mischie-
vous tricks, every year on Janmashtami, people or-
ganize Dahi Handi and make a human pyramid to
break the earthen pot kept at height.

Happy Krishna Janmashtami 2022: Top 10 GK
Questions and Answers on Lord Krishna

Janmashtami History

As per the Hindu Mythology, Lord Krishna, the
human incarnation of Vishnu, was born on this day
to destroy Mathura’s demon King, Kansa.

Krishna was born on the eighth day of the
dark fortnight in the Bhadrapada month (August-
September) in Mathura and was Devaki and
Vasudeva’s son.
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